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The regular session of Council was called to order at 7:35 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
moment of prayer.  Mr. Keller reminded Council and those in attendance to remember our troops in Iraq.  
Roll call was taken and the following were found in attendance: 
                                   

Mayor     J. Michael Laumann 
President of Council   Samuel D. Keller 
Law Director    Mark G. Waters 
Safety Service Director   Steven O. Neal 
Council 1st Ward   Michael J. Murray 
Council 2nd Ward   Dennis T. Dinkelacker 
Council 3rd Ward   James E. Morganroth 
Council 4th Ward   Debra A. Gooch 
Council at Large   Kathleen S. Zech 
Council at Large   Charles L. Norman 

   
Mr. Murray made a motion to excuse Mr. Mestemaker with a second from Mrs. Zech.  The motion passed 
6-0 and Mr. Mestemaker was excused.  The minutes of April 1, 2002 were approved.  President Keller 
called for the reports that would be presented. 
 
Recognition of the Public 
 
No one in attendance wished to speak. 
 
Safety Service Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Neal presented the results of bids for Insurance.  Originally the City advertised for General Liability, 
Automobile, and Property Insurance.  One Insurance Carrier came forward and wanted to present a 
package that covers all Insurance items.  One bid was received.  Mr. Neal said traditionally the City only 
accepts bids from Insurance carriers that have an A+ rating in the State of Ohio.  He suggested that in the 
future the City may consider using carriers that have an A or A- rating.  Mr. Neal suggested that the City 
accept the bid for $75,794 per year.  Mr. Neal reported that there has been a marked increase in auto 
break-ins.  There have been 28 break-ins so far this year.  There has been an increase in Green 
Township and Cincinnati District 3 as well.  The Cheviot Police Department will use unmarked cars and 
strict enforcement of the curfew to help cut down on the number of break-ins.  Mr. Neal reported that a 
Neighborhood Watch meeting will be held on May 1st at 7:30 P.M. at Harvest Home Park in the Barn.  Mr. 
Neal reported that on April 18th the flags along Harrison Avenue will be removed since combat has ended 
in Iraq and Mr. Neal wants to keep the flags in good shape.  Mrs. Gooch reported that her car had been 
broken into and that everything had been found except her day timer.  She asked whoever had it to 
please return it.  Mrs. Gooch asked what the increase for Insurance was and if it fit within the 
appropriations.  Mr. Neal said he would return to Council with a request for the appropriate increase. 
 
Law Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Waters had no formal report. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
 
Mayor Laumann requested an executive session following his report.  Mayor Laumann made a motion to 
adjourn into executive session following the Mayor’s report, the motion passed 6-0 by voice vote.  Mayor 
Laumann announced that the City had reached a tentative agreement with the A.S.F.M.E. Union.  Council 
adjourned into executive session at 7:48 P.M.  Council re-adjourned at 8:14 P.M. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Ward 1 - Mr. Murray read a report of the Parks and Playgrounds Committee into the record.  Mrs. Zech 

made a motion to receive and file the report with a second from Mr. Dinkelacker.  The motion 
passed 6-0 by voice vote.  There was much discussion over the proposed pool pass ordinance. 
The report and proposed Ordinance was amended after discussion.   Mr. Murray made a motion  
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To Fix The Rates For Usage Of The Cheviot Pool At Harvest Home Park For The 2003 Season; 
And To Declare An Emergency.  Mrs. Gooch made the second.  The motion passed 6-0 by voice 
vote and was assigned as ORD03-09.  Mr. Murray made a motion to suspend the rules with a 
second from Mr. Dinkelacker.  The motion passed 6-0 by roll call vote.  Mr. Morganroth made a 
motion to adopt with a second from Mr. Norman.  The motion passed 6-0 by roll call vote.  Finally 
Mr. Murray wanted to remind the public about the Arbor Day Celebration at Harvest Home Park 
Shelters on April 25th at 11 A.M.  

 
Ward 2 - Mr. Dinkelacker had no formal report. 
 
Ward 3 - Mr. Morganroth had no formal report.   
 
Ward 4 - Mrs. Gooch read a report of the Schools Committee into the record.  Mr. Murray made a motion 

to receive and file with a second from Mr. Norman.  The motion passed 6-0 by voice vote. 
 
Council at Large - Mr. Mestemaker left no report. 
 
Council at Large - Mrs. Zech had no formal report.  Mrs. Zech made a motion To Approve A Collective 

Bargaining Labor Contract With A.F.S.C.M.E. For The Years 2003-2006; And To Declare An 
Emergency with a second from Mrs. Gooch.  The motion passed 6-0.  The Ordinance was 
assigned as ORD03-10.  Mr. Murray made a motion to suspend the rules with a second from Mrs. 
Zech.  The motion carried 6-0 by roll call vote.  Mr. Morganroth made a motion to adopt with a 
second from Mr. Dinkelacker.  The motion passed 6-0 by roll call vote.  Mrs. Zech made a motion 
To Accept The Bid Of Murphy Insurance Company For The Provision Of General Liability, 
Property, And Automobile Insurance; To Authorize And Direct The Safety-Service Director To 
Enter Into A Contract On Behalf Of The City; And To Declare An Emergency.  Mr. Dinkelacker 
made a second to the motion.  The motion passed 6-0 by voice vote and was assigned as 
ORD03-11.  Mr. Murray made a motion to suspend the rules with a second from Mr. Norman.  
The motion carried 6-0 by roll call vote.  Mr. Morganroth made a motion to adopt with a second 
from Mrs. Zech.  The motion passed 6-0 by roll call vote.  Mrs. Zech wished everyone a very 
Happy Easter. 

 
Council at Large - Mr. Norman had no formal report. 
 
Further Business 
 
Mr. Keller reminded Council that there would be no meeting on May 6th because the Council Chambers 
are a polling place for the primary election.  The next meeting will be May 20th.  Mr. Keller thanked the the 
bargaining units, the Mayor, the Law Director, the Safety Service Director, and Mrs. Zech for their work on 
wage negotiations. 
 
Correspondence 
 
The Ohio Ethics Commission sent a reminder that the Ohio Ethics forms were due on April 15th.  Taxes 
are due by midnight on April 15th.  The city received several newsletters.  A letter from Pam McDonald 
and Time Warner Cable was received discussing several items the City requested.  An invitation from 
Sustainable Cincinnati was sent to Council.  The Ohio Division of Liquor Control sent a notice that all 
Liquor permits in the City of Cheviot will expire on June 1,2003.  The Police Chief sent notice that there 
are no objections to a liquor license transfer to Patty’s Place.  Action will be taken when the notice arrives.   
 
There was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Mr. Morganroth with a second from Mr. Norman.  The 
motion passed 6-0 by voice vote.  The meeting adjourned at 8:39 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Ryan T. Zech     Samuel D. Keller 
Clerk of Council     President of Council 


